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	BIG VISION, BOLD ACTION
The mission of the Climate Protection Campaign is to create

a positive future for our children and all life by inspiring action

in response to the climate crisis. We advance practical, science-

based solutions for significant greenhouse gas reductions. 

www.climateprotectioncampaign.org
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Climate Quest: Summer Program for High School Students on Climate Change and Filmmaking Comes to Sonoma State University

GRATON, CA – The Climate Protection Campaign has partnered with Sonoma State University to launch a new summer school program for high school students. The program, Climate Quest, will focus on climate change and give students the opportunity to express their opinions on this issue using video, the emerging lingua franca of youth today. Climate Quest, being coordinated by the Climate Protection Campaign, is a new national summer school program being launched at Sonoma State University, Western Washington University, and American University this summer.

More than 500 colleges nationwide have student groups and campus committees taking action on climate change (see www.climatechallenge.org). At the same time, only a handful of high schools are taking on the issue either in the classroom or through student leadership. Climate Quest is an opportunity to bridge the gap between high schools and colleges by bringing high school students onto college campuses to interact with college mentors and professors while they learn about climate change. 

The key components of the program include:
· Climate change curriculum (science, policy, technology) taught by a college instructor on a college campus to high school students entering their junior and senior years.

· Direct teaching involvement by college student mentors already actively involved in the burgeoning campus climate movement. Their role is to lead the ‘solutions’ part of the curriculum, sharing their work on campuses and playing an active role in the high school students’ field projects in their local communities. 

· Field reporting through video, the voice connecting American youth.

· A national Internet site that creates a virtual youth center for comparing summer projects across America. On the site the videos of projects nationwide can be viewed and discussed.

· While these programs are tuition-based, Climate Quest will provide financial and professional assistance where required for scholarships, video equipment and financial support for institutions who can document need.

The Sonoma State Climate Quest program will take place from July 9 through 20. Classes are from 10 AM to 5PM daily, Monday through Friday. Currently, 16 high school students and four college mentors are enrolled in the program.  The students are coming from 10 Sonoma County high schools and three students are coming from outside of the county.  Thanks to grants from the Community Foundation Sonoma County Schulz Fund, the Kismet Foundation of the Community Foundation of Sonoma County and the Sonoma County Office of Education, more than half of the students enrolled in the program are receiving full or partial need-based scholarships. The college mentors are also receiving full tuition in exchange for their participation in the program.

Students at Sonoma State will spend their mornings taking a science and policy class on climate change and their afternoons documenting and sharing the local impacts and solutions to climate change through film. The class will go on several field trips throughout the county to visit locations and meet local leaders in the climate movement. Field trips will highlight local issues and solutions, including a trip to Petaluma to see where sea level may rise to, a tour of green buildings, going to city halls to meet with elected officials, and visiting vineyards and farms to learn about the impacts of climate change on agriculture. Youth leaders involved in local and national efforts to combat climate change will also speak to the class.  Student and mentors will earn two units of college credit for participating.

The ultimate goal of the program is to connect youth within the county and across the country through film, sharing their local perspectives and solutions on this growing global issue. Films made by the students at Sonoma State will be displayed with films from Western Washington and American on a national youth organizing website, www.climatechallenge.org. They will also be submitted to film festivals and local TV stations. Students in the Sonoma State program will premier their videos on the last evening of their program, July 20 from 7:30 to 9:30 PM in Darwin Hall #102. The event is free and open to the public.

Sonoma State geology professor Dorothy Friedel and UC San Diego PhD student in communication David Benin will teach the classes. Friedel is one of 2,000 paleoclimatatologists worldwide and has been teaching courses on climate change since 1989. Benin is an avid bike commuter and won the teaching assistant of the year award from UC San Diego in 2006 for his teaching. “We are very excited about the caliber of the professors teaching this program, and these high-quality teachers are so excited about teaching high school students about this critical issue,” said Jessica Kellett, Cool Schools Program Director for the Climate Protection Campaign, who is coordinating the Sonoma State program.

The Climate Protection Campaign was singled out for developing Climate Quest because of their successful Cool Schools program in Sonoma County high schools. The Campaign was approached with the idea for the program by media consultant Robert Aglow, who lives outside Seattle, WA. Aglow has more than 25 years of broadcast experience with ABC News and MSNBC with a focus on environmental reporting. He saw a need for Climate Quest because while consciousness is increasing about climate change nationwide, he saw that his own teenage son and his peers were not being engaged to take action. “Even with such vibrant action taking place on college campuses, high school students still do not know what options they have in front of them to be part of the solution,” said Aglow. He envisioned Climate Quest as an opportunity for high school students to not only learn about the issue and share their perspectives through video, but to open high school students to college and career choices that focus on climate change. 

Aglow approached Western Washington University in his home state of Washington to pitch the Climate Quest concept. Aglow’s son participated in a program called College Quest in 2006 that focused on watershed education and filmmaking. The professors teaching the College Quest program at Western loved the idea and adapted the program to emphasize the implications of climate change on their watershed for 2007. American University in Washington D.C. is also adapting one of their high school summer school programs in the communications department to focus on climate change. 

More information are available at www.climateprotectioncampaign.org/Climate QuestatSSU.php or http://www.sonoma.edu/exed/climate/climate.html. 
For more information, visit www.climateprotectioncampaign.org or call Jessica Kellett, Cool Schools Program Director, at 707-823-2665 office/415-847-2222 cell and Robert Aglow, National Director for Climate Quest, at 425-941-3514.  Kellett can also provide contacts for participating Sonoma State staff and enrolled students.

